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MISSION
Building a better community through creative philanthropy, 
vision and leadership.

VISION
Continue to be the trusted resource for growing philanthropy 
and leading change to improve our community. 

STRATEGIC GOALS
Close the education achievement gap 

Ensure effective economic development leadership

Enhance community quality of life

Expand asset development

Maintain an effective investment strategy

The Hamilton Community Foundation exists to build a better community through creative 
philanthropy, vision and leadership.  In the pages of this Annual Report, you will see some 
of the ways we strive to achieve that important mission.  You will meet some of the people, 
learn about some of the programs and discover some of the ways that your community 
foundation has a positive impact in the lives of your friends and neighbors. 

In this report, we highlight new projects such as the Hamilton Artspace Lofts and the Parks 
Conservancy.  You will read about the successful completion of a long-awaited extension to 
the Great Miami River Recreation Trail.  We also introduce you to a new fund, Built to Give 
Back (B2GB), which represents a philanthropic partnership between the Foundation and a 
local manufacturing company, ThyssenKrupp Bilstein.  We share with you the poignancy of  
a long term fund, the Melinda Thoms Unklesbay Fund, which keeps music alive for children 
in memory of a beloved music teacher.

You will also see an overview of the Foundation’s financial information – contributions 
received, investment performance achieved and grants paid;  all very important information 
and vital to the work we do.  However, it is the stories in these pages that introduce you to 
the people behind the numbers.  It is these people – and it is you – that make the Foundation’s 
impact possible. 

Thank you for your continued support.  It is through that support that we are able to make such a 
positive impact in our community.  It is because of you that we are able to continue to build a better 
community.

  

 

Message to the

John Guidugli
President and CEO

Sandy Sanders
Chair, Board of Trustees

Cover Photos: from top to bottom:

Youth Philanthropy Committee member Libby 
Crank applies a temporary tattoo on a youngster 
at the Fitton Center’s Arts Sampler weekend.

Dave Belew shakes hands with Steven Marcum, 
who accepted the David L. Belew Legacy Award 
on behalf of his father Joseph L. Marcum, at 
the Foundation’s 2014 Annual Meeting.   

Carol Christian received the Harry T. Wilks 
Educator of the Year Award in 2014.

A bright, hand painted mural at the Hamilton 
Parks Conservatory’s new offices on Second 
Street in Hamilton.

Hamilton’s Fourth of July Parade is funded 
through the Foundation’s Michael J. Colligan 
Fund.    
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Photos:  Pat Brown, Stuart Forsythe, 
Sarah Van Frank, Betsy Hope and Jacob Stone
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…ensuring sustainable, beautiful  parks

The Hamilton ParksConservancy
A      birthday party under a shel-
ter, a lazy afternoon of fishing and chil-
dren running through jets of water at a 
splash pad. These are everyday sights at 
Hamilton City parks. 

To ensure these simple pleasures are 
enjoyed well into the future, the City of 
Hamilton has reorganized the structure 
of its parks system.  The Parks Conser-
vancy is an independent organization 
with full responsibility for day to day 
management of the City’s parks.

Forming the conservancy was a decision 
made after research, meetings, community 
input and planning. During that process, 
leaders from the City of Hamilton and 
the Hamilton Community Foundation 
visited a successful Parks Conser-
vancy in Pittsburgh to see it in action.
   
The Conservancy’s goals are to enhance 
the visitor experience, strive to make 
the parks relevant and accessible for all 
and conserve the parks for the future. 
Restoring the park system to excellence 
in partnership with government and the 
community is its mission.

A dedicated group of founding board 
members oversees the Conservancy. 
Director Steve Timmer leads a group 
of three full time employees, plus nine 
seasonal workers. “Right now we have 
eight mowers working eight hours a day 
five days a week,” he says. Timmer’s 
first challenge was to organize workers 
and coordinate tasks in a logical order 
throughout the City.
 
Mowing, trimming – and changes – are 
all clipping right along.  A bright mural 
on the Parks Conservancy building on 
North Second Street was painted in less 
than a week and unveiled for the public 
this Spring.  Wildlife and leaves adorn 
the building, painted by artists Jenn 
Acus-Smith, Stephen Smith, Brianne 
Thyen and Taylor Welch.
 
The Hamilton Community Foundation is 
the fiscal agent for the Conservancy.  This 
year, the Foundation granted $64,500 
for a playset at the new Jim Grimm 
Park, at the site of the former Wilson 
Pool. Other current and long-term projects 
include a new restroom and splash pad 
at Crawford Woods, three new shelters 
at Millikin Woods and revamping of 
the roadways  and parking lots at several 
parks.

“I see a park system that people will 
want to come to,” says Timmer. “I want 
to see a viable sustainable beautiful 
park system for all ages from toddlers to 
older people.” 

Through the generosity of the Joe and Sarah 
Marcum family, Hamilton residents will enjoy a new 
park starting in late 2016. The Marcum family gifted 
$3.5 million for the new park through the Hamilton 
Community Foundation.  

On the site of the former Mercy Hospital and 
adjacent to RiversEdge, the six - acre park will 
create a vibrant and enticing gathering space in 
Hamilton’s downtown.

Marcum Park 



The term “renaissance” is used 
increasingly when referring to the chang-
es in downtown Hamilton. The best ex-
ample may be the new Artspace Lofts, 
a live/work community on High Street.  
With 42 units (including studios and 
one, two and three bedroom apartments), 
the lofts are at the center of downtown’s 
transformation.

Construction to convert the four-story, 
16,000 square feet building into the 
lofts began in early 2014. The Hamil-
ton Community Foundation raised 
$500,000 to contribute to the project.   

The building has a rich history dating 
back to 1900, and had been purposed 
for retail, convention, and office space. It 
was originally called the Mehrum Build-
ing.  Later, the Lindley Building, a nar-
row, red brick structure was constructed 
and the two buildings together became 
the Strauss Clothing Company.  

Besides the live/work units, there is now 
gallery and commercial space plus out-
door plaza areas. Original architectur-
al details are seen throughout, such as 
hardwood floors, tin ceilings and crown 
molding.  

The first Artspace project in the state of 
Ohio included collaboration from The 
City of Hamilton, Hamilton Community 
Foundation, Fitton Center for Creative 
Arts and Neighborhood Housing Ser-
vices.
 
Artspace Property Manager Holly Cole 
says the first wave of tenants practice 
a wide variety of art and creativity in-
cluding writing, graphic design, stained 
glass, music, painting, photography, 
yoga, book making and screen printing, 
culinary arts and videography.

ArtSpaceLofts
Artists Lance Miller and Amber Bay re-
cently moved to the Loft’s penthouse 
unit.  He is a graphic designer/ illustrator 
and she is an interior decorator and glass 
artist.  “We are being given an amazing 
opportunity to live and work here.  There 
are thousands of artists across the coun-
try that would kill for this,” he says. 

They moved across the country specifi-
cally for the Hamilton Artspace Lofts.  
Last year, they were on a long drive with 
lots of time to talk about future dreams.  
They decided they wanted to live in an 
artist’s community. Bay said when she 
arrived home to her computer and did a 
google search, the Hamilton Artspace 
Lofts was the first to pop up.  

Miller is currently writing a book on the 
artist as an entrepreneur.  He feels that 
one thing he brings to this hub of cre-
ative residents is a willingness to mentor 
others who want to make a living at their 
art.  They both have lots of experience in 
corporate America and also in particular, 
Miller would like to share his knowledge 
of funding, design, marketing and distri-
bution with other artists. “I would like to 
empower others to chase their dream,” 
he adds.  
     
They both grew up in the Washington, 
DC area and have lived in other large 
cities but grew tired of the crowds and 
corporate atmosphere. “We have room to 
be creative here. We have space,” says 
Miller. 
 
He has designed nearly a dozen sets 
of playing cards for Bicycle and other 
companies.  The cards can be found in 
boutique magic shops here and abroad. 
“We work together and consult with each 
other,” says Bay. Some of his illustra-
tions are incorporated into some of her 

stained glass art. They would like to see 
this collaboration among the larger group 
of artists living in the Lofts.

Property Manager Cole agrees that this 
shared creativity, what Miller calls, 
“mind melding,” is at the heart of the 
loft’s purpose.  Incoming artists are vet-
ted for this before they are approved for 
residency at the Lofts.   

“It is important to make sure they have 
a passion for art and they will participate 
in the artist’s community,” Cole says. In 
such an artist’s community, a musician 
might  co l labora te  w i th  a  g raphic 
designer to create a cover design for 
a CD. 

Hamilton

Artists Amber Bay and Lance Miller

Photos: Top: Bay’s stained glass. 
Bottom: Miller’s pen and ink drawings 
                on playing cards.



The Loft’s low rent allows artist 
time for their art, usually without 
having to take a second job. “Art-
ists cannot usually just focus on 

their art,” she says, Resident’s income must 
fall into a set formula which also includes the 
number of people in the household. An 
application process also includes background, 
income and credit checks.

The entire project has been in the works 
since 2006, when Artspace Projects, Inc. of 
Minneapolis was invited to Hamilton to assess 
the viability of an affordable, mixed-use, arts-
based live/work project here.  

However, the idea for the Lofts first took place 
in the mind of Rick Jones almost 20 years 
earlier. In 1987 he attended an arts leadership 
conference and saw a gutted warehouse that 
had been transformed into live/work spaces for 
artists. It was the first Artspace project in the 
country.  “I said to myself, ‘Someday I want to 
make that happen.’”

Artspace is the country’s leading nonprofit real 
estate developer for the arts. The national orga-
nization advocates for artists’ space needs by 
helping painters, sculptors, dancers, and others 
who require an abundance of well-lit space.  
There are Artspace projects in more than 20 
states and artists living and working in nearly 
2,000 units across the country.  

Several years later, as director of the Fitton 
Center for Creative Arts, he was in a position 
to help make it happen in Hamilton. “In 2002, 
I proposed the idea to then mayor Don Ryan, 
who shared the vision right away,” said Jones.  
A group of city leaders and Fitton Center 
employees took a trip to Minneapolis to tour 
several completed Artspace projects.  

“They considered us partners from the get go,” 
he said of the national Artspace organization. 
The Fitton Center hosted a feasibility study and 
artist information sessions. Applying for the 
Low Income Tax credit from the State of Ohio 
came next, followed by the acquisition of the 
building. Fund development, led by the Hamilton 

Community Foundation was top priority for the 
next few years.  

“Our work in Hamilton is supported by so 
many great individuals and organizations, not 
the least of which is the Hamilton Community 
Foundation,” said Artspace President Kelley 
Lindquist. “Artspace Hamilton Lofts would not 
exist without the Foundation and its excellent 
leadership.”

“Artspace is part of a culturally vibrant 
community,” said Jones, which includes The 
Fitton Center for the Creative Arts, Pyramid 
Hill, the Hamilton-Fairfield Symphony Orches-
tra, Miami Valley Ballet Theater, Third Street 
Music and the Amphitheater downtown.  “All 
of this is part of a collective culture that’s going 
to create continuing vibrancy down the road,” 
says Jones.  

The second part of the application process is 
headed up by an artist selection committee. 
Executive Director of the Fitton Center for the 
Creative Arts Ian MacKenzie-Thurley is on that 
committee. “We tell them, ‘We are not here to 
judge your art’.  But we do ask them, ‘How will 
it feel to live with 41 other artists?’ We ask 
them about their process and how they create.  
We want to know how they will contribute to 
the artistic community.”    

Ian notes that prospective tenants range from 
burgeoning artists to those who are very estab-
lished. About half of the artists say they want 
to be a mentor to other artists, while the other 
half would like to be mentored themselves.  

In a town offering an increasing selection of 
resources for artists, Ian believes the Hamilton 
Artspace Lofts are a convergence of artists that 
will bring a buzz to Hamilton. “An artist is any-
one using creativity at the hub of their work,” 
he added. 

ThyssenKrupp Bilstein is a company 
that gives back to the community, and 
encourages its employees to do so.  It’s 
B2GB (Built 2 Give Back) Committee 
and Fund at the Hamilton Community 
Foundation is just one example. The 
international company maker of shock 
absorbers’ Hamilton location is its main 
manufacturing plant in North America.

In 2013, a committee was created to 
help organize and plan Bilstein’s charitable 
contributions as well as plan and execute 
volunteer and community service activities.
 
“We want to be a good corporate citizen 
and give back to the community,” says 
Stephanie Flannery, the company’s 

safety director, who has been at the 
company about two years.
  
The B2GB committee consists of about 
a dozen employees and meets every 
month.
 
Jim Fogle, scheduling supervisor for 
aftermarket, has been on the committee 
since the beginning. “It’s all about well-
ness and safety,” he says of the compa-
ny’s mission. “We care about the whole 
person.”

The B2GB committee has adopted the 
highway their company sits on, and 
when that happened the street name 
changed from Berk to Bilstein Blvd., and 

they keep the highway clean by picking 
up trash on a regular basis.
 
The committee also volunteers and 
helps with a myriad of nonprofits from 
sponsoring a team and participating in 
the Big Brothers Big Sisters bowling 
and 5K events, clothing drives and food 
drives, participating in regular blood 
drives for the Community Blood Center, 
volunteering at the Komen Race for 
the Cure, and adopting five families at 
Christmas.   

B2GBa new fund
at the Hamilton Community Foundation

Photos, top to bottom: Artspace 
Property Manager Holly Cole, 
in the Artspace stairway; View 
from a loft facing High Street; 
Inside view of a light-filled 
studio unit.



The completion of Phase II of the 

$5 million connector of the Great Miami 
River Recreation Trail is reason for 
celebration by the Hamilton Community 
Foundation, the City of Hamilton and 
citizens who love exercising in the great 
outdoors. 

The Great Miami Recreation Trail expan-
sion was a gift to the City of Hamilton 
from the Hamilton Community Foun-
dation in 2001, in honor of the Foun-
dation’s Golden Anniversary.  The other 
gifts were Foundation Field, Lentil Park, 
the Michael J. Colligan Lodge and the 
City of Hamilton gateway sign.  Fifteen 
years later, the trail is complete for the 
enjoyment of all. 

Phase I, completed in 2012, was a five 
mile stretch from Rentschler Forest 
MetroPark to Canal Road. Phase II is a 
new connector allowing walkers, runners, 
and bikers to travel from Canal Road all 
the way to Waterworks Park in Fairfield, 
passing through downtown Hamilton as 
it meanders alongside the Great Miami 
River. The new asphalt trails are 10 feet 
wide and ADA compliant, with no eleva-
tion greater than five percent.

The City of Hamilton received funding for 
the project from the Hamilton Community 
Foundation and the Ohio Department of 
Natural Resources’ Clean Ohio Fund. 

The trail stretches more than 90 miles 
from Fairfield to Sidney as part of the 
larger Miami Valley Recreation Trail. With 
more than 300 miles of trails in ten dif-
ferent counties, the MVRT is already the 
largest network of paved, off-street trails 
in the nation. According to the Ohio De-
partment of Natural Resources, multiple 
use trails are Ohioans’ favorite outdoor 

recreation facilities. They want more trails 
closer to home and they want those trails 
to be connected.

The new paved trail is smooth and gradual;  
the road leading to its groundbreaking - 
not so much. 

During the early stages of trail planning, 
the events of September 11, 2001, 
reminded many city leaders how acces-
sible their critical public facilities were. 
The proximity of the bike path to one of 
the city’s power plants is attributed to its 
relocation on the other side of the Great 
Miami River. There sat the former Chem-
Dyne site, which required hazardous waste 
cleanup and was under review by the EPA, 
which led to further complications for the 
proposed trail route. Developers and the 
City of Hamilton also found themselves 
caught up in a land dispute as well.

Trail consultant Hans Landefeld says that 
the challenges of those first few years were 
enough to derail just about any project, 
but “Judge Crehan and the Foundation 
board pushed through and remained vig-
ilant throughout.” 

Now, in the summer of 2015, the results 
are worth it, as echoed by local trail users. 

Dick Marot has been riding bikes for 
15 years and can often be found on his 
27-speed Giant on the trails between Wa-
terworks Park and Rentschler Forest. Be-
fore Phase II was completed, Marot found 
himself riding on city streets between Ca-
nal Road and Downtown Hamilton, where 
he would ride the remainder of the trail 
towards Fairfield. There were always cars, 
traffic lights or trains making his daily 30 
mile ride a little more treacherous. Until 
it was finished, the only way for people to 

continue to the original trail was alongside 
automobile traffic on congested public 
roads and bridges.

“It was really nice to be able to go un-
der the railroad tracks when the new trail 
was finished,” says Marot. Not only does it 
save time, it’s a much safer way for people 
to travel.

Marot looks forward to seeing more pedestrian 
and bike traffic now that the connector has 
been completed. He and several friends 
often had to travel to Dayton, Xenia and 
Columbus to ride on portions of the MVRT, 
but now they have a new trail to explore 
much closer to home.

Great Miami River Recreation Trail

Photos: Top: Carol Hartman and Jane Lee
Bottom: The Pater and Craft family 
                 enjoys the trail.



The music of the gamelan (an an-

cient Balinese percussion instrument), 
the tropical sounds of steel drums and 
singing children: this collection of 
joyous sounds is heard in the halls of 
Fairfield West Elementary School every 
spring, as part of tradition to honor a 
beloved teacher.

The Melinda Thoms Unklesbay Memo-
rial Fund at the Hamilton Community 
Foundation was established in 1994 
by Paul and Marion Thoms, after their 
daughter was killed in a tragic accident.   
Three years later, the fund started grant-
ing for musical experiences for students 
at Fairfield West, where Melinda taught 
music.
 
For nearly 20 years, the endowed fund 
has been underwriting the Miami Uni-
versity Steel band residency at the 
school.  The week of instruction for 
fourth graders ends with an energetic 
Friday performance delighting teachers, 
parents and the rest of the school. 

“It’s now part of the school’s culture,” 
said Dr. William Albin, one of the two 
Miami University music professors who 
has lead the program from its inception. 
“The students and teachers look for-
ward to it.   Kindergarteners even look 
forward to it because they know that 
when they get to fourth grade they can 
participate.”

Dr. Albin says the project also serves 
as an outreach opportunity from Miami 
University to share unique instruments 
in which Miami has invested.  For the 
young students, he says, the value is ex-
periencing how the steel drum and the 
gamelan function and sound.

 
“We make it a Caribbean week,” says 
fourth grade teacher Teresa Elash.  Ca-
ribbean music and the gamelon rhythm 
waft through the hallways and some of 
the students even wear tropical style 
clothing.  Elash was a new teacher at 
West and knew Melinda as well.  “I was 
very much in awe of her and the things 
she did with her students,” she says, 
adding that many of her former students 
have gone on to careers in music. “I 
wish that instead of this coming about 
because of her passing, it was happen-
ing so that she could have participated 
in it because she would have loved it,” 
she adds.

Miami University music professor Dr. 
Chris Tanner is the co-leader of the 
program.  He says that over the course 
of the week, 30 fourth grade students 
learn one piece of music, with three 
groups of students divided into groups 
of 10 and taught individually by himself 
or Dr. Albin. Those 30 students are cho-
sen to receive the lessons and play the 
instruments for the concert.
 
“These instruments are somewhat un-
usual,” he said, noting that throughout 
the country there are about 600 steel 
bands, but less than 50 gamelan en-
sembles.
  
“It is amazing what these kids can ac-
complish in one week’s time,” says 
Pam Peterson, long time Fairfield West 
teacher and close friend of Melinda’s.  
“Melinda was a wonderful music teach-
er. She always believed that children 
should have a chance to shine, and 
would always find a way to help them 
spotlight their specific talents.”
 

&
Melinda Thoms Unklesbay Memorial FundSTEEL DRUMSA Joyous Spirit

Connor Hales (far right) 
granddaughter of Melinda, 
and great grandchild of the 
Thoms, had a chance to par-
ticipate in the program this 
year as a fourth grader at 
Fairfield West. 



In fact, Fairfield West Principal Kim 
Wotring was a student at the elementa-
ry school when Melinda was a teacher, 
which she says makes the whole project 
extra special.

“The steel band concert is a long stand-
ing tradition here at Fairfield West,” 
says Mrs. Wotring. “It’s something spe-
cial for our students. With the pressures 
and mandates in academics in reading 
and math today, music education and 
art education help students become 
more well-rounded individuals.”
    
It is fitting that the fund is for activi-
ties that cultivate the musical talents 
of young people. Melinda, who played 
cello, was the youngest member of the 
Hamilton Fairfield Symphony Orchestra 
at age 15.  “Melinda and Music - They 
Just Seem to Go Together!”  in the Ham-
ilton Journal News on March 5, 1978, 
featured the Hamilton Taft Sophomore 
who played the violin, viola, bass and 
trombone.

“When we lost her, this is a way for us to 
carry on the legacy and the passion she 
had for education,” says Paul.  “One of 
the teachers said, ‘I look forward to this 
all year long,’” says Paul. Another facul-
ty member told him that the steel drum 
performance day was their favorite day 
of the school year.

“Melinda was quiet and shy except 
around kids,” says Paul.  “They loved 
her.”

To help raise money for the fund over 
the years, the Thoms’ have worked with 
others to arrange several benefit con-
certs.  There have also been original 

pieces of music commissioned in her 
memory.  The first is a march called 
“Joyous Spirit,” published by 1996 and 
played throughout the years by march-
ing bands. 
 
Both Paul and Marion Thoms are retired 
from the Fairfield City Schools. After re-
tirement, Paul had a serendipitous ex-
perience that once again illustrated Me-
linda’s joyous spirit.  He was teaching a 
Miami University freshman level music 
education class, and gave his students 
an assignment to write a biographical 
sketch.  Coincidentally, one student 
had been a former student of Melinda’s.  
“Music class didn’t mean much to me 
till I was in Mrs. Unklesbay’s class in 
fourth grade,” he wrote.   “She helped 
me get over the fear of performing in 
front of lots of people. She loved us all, 
and we all loved her. It was probably the 
best class I ever had in my primary edu-
cation experience.”
   
“A death—especially a sudden one—is 
very difficult to deal with, but knowing 
that you’re doing something good, in the 
name of your loved one, is part of the 
healing process,” says Paul. “When it’s 
a memorial gift, it has greater potential.  
You realize that many, many people can 
be impacted in a very direct and won-
derful way.”

Individual gifts from family and friends 
have also added to the fund over the 
years. Clearly, Melinda’s teaching and 
joyous spirit are still present at Fairfield 
West Elementary, through the happy 
sounds of children making music.

  

Peterson has recently retired, but for 
years, she stood up at the start of every 
concert to tell the students about Melin-
da and describe how the project came 
about.  “I reminded them that they are 
the luckiest kids in the Tri-State area 
to participate in this project,” she said 
adding that school assemblies have 
largely become a thing of the past, due 
to state mandates, funding and tight 
school schedules. 

A piece of modern art in the lawn in 
front of Fairfield West Elementary 
School.  The plaque says, “In loving 
memory of Melinda Thoms Unklesbay. 
Our teacher. Our friend.”  It is a bench 
with a free form bronze representation 
of a teacher with two children.

Getting an early start  
Hamilton Start Ready is all about giv-
ing all Hamilton youngsters a chance to 
attend preschool by breaking down the 
barriers of access and cost.  More than 
100 youngsters received scholarships 
this year to attend preschool at loca-
tions throughout the City, including the 
Booker T. Washington Center and Ham-
ilton Living Water. 

The preschool at the Booker T. Wash-
ington Center fills a need for youngsters 
in the Riverview Elementary area. This 
collaborative effort between the Hamil-
ton Community Foundation, YMCA and 
Hamilton City School District provides 
both morning and afternoon classes.  

Hamilton StartReady’s mission is to 
develop an awareness of the value of 
preschool among families not already 
participating in an early learning experi-
ence, and to help make preschool avail-
able to all children in the Hamilton City 
School district.

Making college possible 
Nearly 100 students are saying YES!  
The Foundation’s Youth Exploring 
Success (YES)  program is for Hamilton 
students from 9th to 12th grade who 
will be the first in their family to attend 
college. There are 91 students in the 
YES program, and they stay in the 
program throughout high school.

Foundation employee Lindsey Lassiter, 
MA, works in the guidance department 

at both Hamilton High School and the 
Hamilton Freshman School, helping 
YES students to identify their academic 
interests and possible career choices. 
They complete standardized tests, go 
on college visits as a group and work 
through financial aid and college appli-
cations.

This past school year, 21 students who 
participated in the YES program grad-
uated from high school with plans for 
post-secondary education. With the 
program now starting its fifth year, the 
alumni pool continues to grow.  It has 
achieved a nearly 100 percent success 
rate, with former YES students now col-
lege students.

Scholarships for college – and beyond
This year, the Foundation awarded more 
than one million dollars in scholarships 
– to local college bound high school 
graduates, students currently in college 
or graduate school and adults returning 
to college later in life.  

From preschool to graduate school

Hamilton High 
School YES student 

Amanda Schuler dis-
plays the t- shirt she 

won at YES’ end of 
the year celebration.

William George (right) is the recipient 
of the Paulene E. Antenen Memorial 
Scholarship.  The Hamilton High School 
graduate will attend Northwestern Uni-
versity. Here, William talks with Ann 
Antenen (left). 

Brianne Smith (center) stands with parents Charles and Rhonda Smith (left), and 
Linda and Joe Keating (right). Smith is the recipient of the Dr. Edward T. and Marga-
ret A. Keating Memorial Scholarship. The Badin graduate is off to Xavier University.

Closing  the education achievement gap



Assets                       2014          2013

Current Assets
  Cash and cash equivalents  $2,633,414     $260,387
  Current portion of notes receivable      575,128   2,704,955
  Property held for sale          91,140        
Prepaid expenses                 141             329

Total Current Assets        3,299,823   2,965,671

  Investments    72,475,962 69,931,783
  Notes receivable, net of current portion   7,168,427   7,387,805
  Property and equipment, net    5,076,466   5,296,319
  Accrued interest, net        551,497      495,622
  Cash surrender value of life insurance      239,639      231,500

Total Assets      88,811,814 86,308,700

Liabilities and Net Assets

Current Liabilities
  Current portion of grants payable    2,813,253   1,856,971
  Accrued payroll and related         57,861          5,590
  Accounts payable          10,293          3,600

Total current liabilities         2,881,407   1,866,161

Grants payable, net of current portion             574,500      328,000

Total liabilities          3,455,907   2,194,161

Net Assets
  Unrestricted    20,731,180 21,967,766
  Temporarily restricted   24,823,682 23,812,285
  Permanently restricted   39,801,045 38,334,488

Total Net Assets      85,355,907 84,114,539

Total Liabilities and Net Assets                       $88,811,814     $86,308,700

*Our 2014 financial statements, audited by Stephenson & Warner, CPA, are available for review by calling the Foundation office.

Investment PerformanceBy the numbers
A report prepared by Fund Evaluation Group 

demonstrates that the investment performance of 
the Hamilton Community Foundation has outper-
formed its peer group when viewed over the past 
year, three year and five year periods.

The HCF Total Composite had a 1-year return of 
+6.6 percent. This review reflects that our invest-
ments have performed very well compared to other 
community foundations. 

Performance as of December 31, 2014 for community foundations

Community Foundation                  Qtr      Latest      Latest       Latest
Asset Category    to date       1 yr         3 yrs         5 yrs

$0 to $4.9 Million   1.5%     5.3%      10.7%      8.3%

$5.0 to 24.9 Million   1.6%     4.5%      10.8%      8.7%

$25.0 to $49.9 Million   1.5%     4.4%      10.9%      8.4%

$50.0 to $99.9 Million   1.2%     4.6%      11.0%      8.7%

Hamilton Community Foundation 2.1%     6.6%      12.9%      9.3%

 

Maintaining an effective investment strategy

Community Grantmaking
In 2014, Hamilton Community Foundation’s Board of Trustees, in alignment with strategic plan goals, made a 
commitment to invest $150,000 in the important areas of economic development, education and community 
quality of life projects. 

Throughout the year, the Foundation also awards grants from its unrestricted funds, in response to applica-
tions we receive from community organizations. These grants make an impact in the areas of arts & culture, 
social services, education, youth and community development.

Unrestricted fund grants awarded in 2014 include:

Boys and Girls Club $45,000 – for operating support to provide programming to youth in Hamilton.

Great Miami Rowing Center   $75,000 - to assist with the conversion of the former Smart Paper Cogen-
eration facility into the new home of GMRC.

Historic Hamilton $30,000 -  to assist with the restoration of the log house at Monument Park.

Booker T. Washington Center $130,000 – for collaborative programming at the community center.

LifeSpan $9,000 – to develop an evaluation plan of its School Based Support Services, addressing social, 
emotional and mental health barriers to academic success. 

The Father’s House $20,000 – to assist with the reno-
vations of new facility where families can care for foster and 
adoptive children in a supportive community environment.

Ross High School $3,000 – for a digital resource library.

Center for Family Solutions $15,000 – for operational support.

Pyramid Hill $35,000 – for enhancements and programming in the park.

Companions on a Journey $10,000 – for grief counseling programs in Hamilton.

TvHamilton $30,000 – for ongoing operations of local Hamilton programming.

 



Ways to

Give The Hamilton Community Foundation provides you with a simple, 
highly effective approach to giving.  You can make a gift of 
cash, stocks, bonds, real estate or other assets. Most charitable 
gifts qualify for maximum tax advantage under federal law.
 
Each donor has a unique giving experience, and we work to tailor
this experience to you and your charitable goals.  These are the 
steps to creating a fund at the Hamilton Community Foundation:

• We set up a special fund in your name, your family or business,
   or to honor or memorialize a loved one. Your giving can be
   anonymous if you prefer. 

How you can be part of the Foundation
• You receive tax benefits in the year your gift is made. 

• Based on the type of fund you establish, you may be able
   to stay involved in the good works your gift makes possible.
   You can recommend an area or organization you would like
   your gift to support, or rely on staff to determine the areas
   of greatest need in the community.

• Our board issues grants in the name of the fund you have
   established.

• We handle the administrative details.   

• Your gift can be placed in an endowment that is invested
   over time.  Earnings from your fund are used to make
   grants addressing community needs.  Your gift, and all
   future earnings from your gift, is a permanent source of 
   community capital, helping to do good work forever.  

YPC

Each year, the Youth Philanthropy Committee 
(YPC) grants $35,000 to nonprofit organiza-
tions.  Here, YPC members present a $2,500 
grant check to Girls, Inc. at the YWCA for their 
summer camp program.  From left to right 
are YPC members Emma Dingeldein,  Lauren 
Geraci and Isabel Dingeldein. 

YPC made a grant recently to MDA Summer 
Camp for $4,800.  YPC members from left to right 
are: Austin Howard, Kenny Pendergest, Isabel 
Dingeldein, Libby Crank, Lauren Geraci, Emma 
Dingeldein and Sky Rockey.

Members of YPC gather 
throughout the year for 
volunteering and grant 
making activities. From 
left to right are YPC mem-
bers Lauren Geraci, Alex 
Holderbach, Caroline Herzog, 
Sky Rockey, Rachel White, 
Austin  Malone and Sarah 
Dunaway.

From left to right: Youth 
Philanthropy Committee 
members Lauren Geraci, 
Kenny Pendergest, Aaron 
Yancey, Katie Braswell 
(advisor) and Angela Cupp.



How you can leave a legacy
Including a charitable bequest in your will is a simple way 
to make a lasting gift to your community. When you make this 
gift through your community foundation, we establish a special 
fund that benefits the community forever and becomes your 
personal legacy of giving.

How it works

•  You include the community foundation in your will as a
    bequest; we can help you or your attorney with recommended       
    language.

•  You determine the type of fund you would like to establish
    with your gift.

•  Upon your death, we set up a special fund in your name, 
    in the name of your family, or in honor of any person or
    organization you choose.

•  Your charitable gift is excluded from your assets for estate
    tax purposes.

•  Our professional program staff considers your charitable
    wishes and determines the areas of community need that
    would be most impacted by grants from your gift.

•  Our board issues grants in the name of the fund you establish  
    (if you prefer, grants can be made anonymously).

•  We handle all the administrative details.

•  Your gift can be placed into an endowment that is invested
    over time. Earnings from your fund are used to make
    grants addressing community needs. Your gift—and all
    future earnings from your gift—is a permanent source of
    community capital, helping to do good work forever.

4th of July in Hamilton – 
A Legacy of Patriotism 
Hamilton’s Old Fashioned 4th of July Parade is sponsored 
annually by the Hamilton Community Foundation’s Michael 
J. Colligan Fund.  Since 1995, thousands of citizens from 
the region have come to Hamilton for the parade, concert and 
fireworks. Colligan was a Hamilton funeral director who left a 
legacy of patriotism through a named fund at Hamilton Com-
munity Foundation.  He hoped to encourage participation of 
bands in parades for the community’s enjoyment.

4th
the
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Board of Trustees 
1 Herman R. (Sandy) Sanders, Chair
Retired Owner, Butler County Lumber

2 Heather Lewis, Vice Chair 
Attorney, Millikin & Fitton Law Firm 
 
3 Craig Wilks, Treasurer
President, Wilks Insurance
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Staff 
1 John Guidugli 
     President/CEO

2 Katie E. Braswell 
     Vice President
 
3 Betsy Hope 
     Vice President of Communications

4 Lindsey Lassiter, MA 
     Youth Exploring Success Advocate 

5 Deborah Mast 
     Administrative Program Manager
 
6 Daniel J. Sander, CPA 
     Vice President of Finance 

4 Scott Hartford, Secretary
Owner, Hartford Steel Sales 
 
5 Jim Fitton
Community Volunteer
 
6 Sara P. Carruthers
Community Volunteer
 
7 John Kirsch
Managing Director, Kirsch CPA Group 

8 Kathleen L. Klink
Community Volunteer

9 Cindy Parrish
Community Volunteer

10 Thomas Rentschler, Jr.
Vice President of Marketing, FORTE

11 Steve Timmer
Retired, City of Hamilton Fire Captain

12 Lee H. Parrish - Legal Counsel
Attorney, Parrish, Marcum, Hirka & Trokhan Co., LPA 

13 David L. Belew – Trustee Emeritus
Retired President, Beckett Paper Company
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Hamilton Community Foundation
319 N. Third Street
Hamilton, OH  45011

513.863.1717
www.hamiltonfoundation.org
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In 2014, the Hamilton Community Foundation received

         $4,536,317 in charitable contributions 
  from generous donors.
      Our investments earned 

   $1,907,589 

and increased $2,689,934 
         in market value. We awarded 

$6,830,482 in 
        grants and 
    scholarships. Photo: tree at sunrise, Joyce Park


